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What a crazy summer! The weather has
been unpredictable, with inspection
numbers lagging behind last years' record
breaking season. The hope is that the lower
numbers also indicate reduced potential
for invasive plant spread.
We've got a mix of good news and bad
news in this update. Both reflect the
dedication that Courtesy Boat Inspectors
and our allies have to our lakes.

7 Lakes Alliance looking out for their ponds

On June 15 CBI rockstar Javen DeHaven,
working at North Pond, removed a large
amount of variable milfoil arriving on a
boat coming from Messalonskee Lake.
The Friends of Messalonskee Lake have

In July Katie Trebilcock, and her trusty
pup, Tina, spotted a suspicious plant on a
boat coming from Lake Zoar in
Connecticut. Lake Zoar is home to 4
invasive plants, along with our least

an active plant control and boat
inspection team, but cannot be present
24/7.
This save, while amazing, is a reminder
that we need to educate boaters and
encourage them to do their own
inspections.

favorite mollusk, zebra mussels.
The plant was confirmed as Eurasian
Watermilfoil, a common invasive plant in
other New England states, which is more
aggressive than variable milfoil.
Thank you Katie!

Thank you Javen!

CLP in the Serpentine
Earlier this month, a Adopt-a-Shoreline
volunteer with 7 Lakes Alliance
discovered a fragment of Curly-Leaf
Pondweed in the Serpentine, a stream
that connects East Pond and North
Pond in Smithfield.
Thanks to the curious volunteer
paddler, and the quick survey actions of
7 Lakes Alliance, a full shoreline survey
of East Pond has been completed. So far
CLP has been found just in the
Serpentine and a small portion of North
Pond. A full survey of North Pond will
be conducted in the spring.
DEP and 7 Lakes staff are collaborating
on Rapid Response efforts to eradicate
the patches that have been found.
This scenario highlights the need for
constant vigilance and education on our
lakes. Every shorefront homeowner
should be aware that there are several
different invasive plants to watch out
for, not just milfoil. Click here to
download the poster of the 11 Most
Unwanted Invasive Plants.

Naiad and other invasive plants
It's not just milfoil! As you read in the previous
article, variable milfoil, while the most common
invasive aquatic plant in Maine, is not the only
one we need to worry about.
There are many a boater (and inspector!) who
assume that if they know what milfoil looks like
they can avoid spreading invasive plants. We
need to change this perception, and that starts
with keeping our Courtesy Boat Inspectors
informed about the threat of the "dirty half
dozen". Variable watermilfoil, Eurasian
watermilfoil, European Frogbit, hydrilla,
European naiad (aka Brittle Waternymph), and
curly leaf pondweed are the 6 invasive aquatic
plants found in Maine. Each inspector and
coordinator should at least be aware of the 6
known invasive plants in Maine.
The plant photo is a comparison between native
slender naiad and invasive European naiad. The
photo shows that the two are nearly identical
from a distance. This is an important example of
why we cannot assume that plants are native.
The Maine DEP has a great resource page for
the "Most Unwanted".
You can also submit photos of suspicious plants
to the Lake Stewards of Maine via their website.
Click here for the link.
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